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Dec. 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 8. The related memorandum

of December 5 on emigration policies of Albania,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Text of a Letter to Shelia Davis Lawrence
December 8, 1997

It is with a deep sense of personal sadness
that I received your letter this afternoon. I will
of course ensure that the Department of De-
fense accommodates your wishes.

I will always remember Larry for his friend-
ship and for his service to his community and
our country. And I will never forget Larry’s re-
markable success as a businessman, his gen-
erosity as a philanthropist and his skill as a dip-
lomat.

I know this has been a difficult time for you
and I sincerely hope that you find peace in
the days ahead.

NOTE: The letter referred to Mrs. Lawrence’s late
husband, M. Larry Lawrence, former Ambassador
to Switzerland. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Statement on the Death of Jeanette E. Rockefeller
December 9, 1997

Hillary joins me in extending our condolences
to the family of the late Jeanette E. Rockefeller,
who died yesterday at the age of 79. As the
wife of former Governor Winthrop Rockefeller,
she was a pioneering First Lady of Arkansas,
helping her former husband bring the ‘‘New
South’’ to our State and leading women into
the mainstream of political and public life. She
spearheaded education and cultural outreach
across the State through the Arkansas Arts Cen-

ter. As a tireless campaigner, Mrs. Rockefeller
was a strong voice against discrimination, with
an uncanny ability to relate to the common man
and woman. And, at a particularly tense time
in the wake of Martin Luther King’s assassina-
tion, she organized a memorial service in his
honor on the steps of the State Capitol.

The people of Arkansas have lost a true and
valued friend.

Statement on the 40th Anniversary of the Department of Justice Civil
Rights Division
December 9, 1997

I congratulate the Civil Rights Division of the
Department of Justice on its 40th anniversary.
For 40 years, the Civil Rights Division has pro-
tected the American dream for all our people.
By diligently and faithfully enforcing our civil
rights laws, the lawyers and members of this
division have helped all of us live closer to the
ideals that lie at the heart of that dream—free-

dom and equality of opportunity to work, to
learn, to live, and to raise our children in com-
munities where they can thrive and grow.

Today, the task of fulfilling the promise of
our civil rights laws, of keeping the American
dream alive for all citizens is far from over.
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That is why I have nominated an eminently
qualified person to lead this division into the
21st century. Bill Lann Lee has lived the Amer-
ican dream, and he has dedicated his life to

making the dream come alive for all Americans.
Bill Lann Lee deserves to be America’s next
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the National Emergency
With Respect to Burma
December 9, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby report to the Congress on develop-

ments concerning the national emergency with
respect to Burma that I declared in Executive
Order 13047 of May 20, 1997, pursuant to sec-
tion 570 of the Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Appropriations
Act (the ‘‘Act’’) and the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA). This report is
submitted pursuant to section 204(c) of IEEPA,
50 U.S.C. 1703(c) and section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c). This
report discusses only matters concerning the na-
tional emergency with respect to Burma that
was declared in Executive Order 13047.

On May 20, 1997, I issued Executive Order
13047 (62 FR 28301, May 22, 1997), effective
on May 21, 1997, to declare a national emer-
gency with respect to Burma and to prohibit
new investment in Burma by United States per-
sons, except to the extent provided in regula-
tions, orders, directives, or licenses that may be
issued in conformity with section 570 of the
Act. The order also prohibits any approval or
other facilitation by a United States person,
wherever located, of a transaction by a foreign
person where the transaction would constitute
new investment in Burma prohibited by the
order if engaged in by a United States person
or within the United States. This action was
taken in response to the large-scale repression
of the democratic opposition by the Government
of Burma since September 30, 1996. A copy
of the order was provided to the Congress on
May 20, 1997.

By its terms, nothing in Executive Order
13047 is to be construed to prohibit the entry
into, performance of, or financing of a contract
to sell or purchase goods, services, or tech-
nology, except: (1) where the entry into such
contract on or after May 21, 1997, is for the

general supervision and guarantee of another
person’s performance of a contract for the eco-
nomic development of resources located in
Burma; or (2) where such contract provides for
payment, in whole or in part, in (i) shares of
ownership, including an equity interest, in the
economic development of resources located in
Burma; or (ii) participation in royalties, earnings,
or profits in the economic development of re-
sources located in Burma.

The prohibitions of Executive Order 13047
apply to United States persons, defined to in-
clude U.S. citizens and permanent resident
aliens wherever they are located, entities orga-
nized under U.S. law (including their foreign
branches), and entities and individuals actually
located in the United States. The sanctions do
not apply directly to foreign subsidiaries of U.S.
firms, although foreign firms’ activities may be
affected by the restriction on United States per-
sons’ facilitation of a foreign person’s investment
transactions in Burma.

The term ‘‘new investment’’ means any of the
following activities, if such an activity is under-
taken pursuant to an agreement, or pursuant
to the exercise of rights under such an agree-
ment, that is entered into with the Government
of Burma, or a nongovernmental entity in
Burma, on or after May 21, 1997: (a) The entry
into a contract that includes the economic devel-
opment of resources located in Burma; (b) the
entry into a contract providing for the general
supervision and guarantee of another person’s
performance of a contract that includes the eco-
nomic development of resources located in
Burma; (c) the purchase of a share of ownership,
including an equity interest, in the economic
development of resources located
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